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Impact of Technology to Society
Technology have impacted greatly in our societies in both positive and negative ways. Over the past decades, humans have been researching on new ways to improve their way of living and the way they did business, this is what has brought about the tremendous advancement and improvement in technology, the result is what we see today. Technology is advancing in every sector and profession including transport, communication, education and health among others. Technology has led to the development of computers, modern means of transport that are fast and comfortable, expansion of businesses to international markets by operating over the internet, development of automatic health care machines in hospitals meant to save lives of both old and young, pregnant women and infants. It has also made e-learning possible, you don’t have to attend a classroom to learn. The society today is experiencing infrastructural development which were made possible by the technological advancement.
On the other hand, technology has made the society lazy, before technology grew to what it is today, people used to be physically active since almost everything in their daily routine integrated physical activities. Today you do not need even to walk because there are various means of transport available and instead of using staircase, elevators are there to make movement in a building fast and comfortable. It has led to noise and air pollution to the society. It has also led to loss of jobs in some profession (Bijker and John 46). Initially, automation was meant to replace work that was physically hard tiresome and dangerous or even monotonous but today this is not the case because it is also eliminating higher-skill jobs, better-paying jobs are now being replaced with computers, some of these jobs include whole floors of actuaries in insurance companies, bank tellers, accountants and airline check-in agents among others. The society today is suffering unemployment due to automation in doing tasks that were done by man, a situation that is likely to get worse and worse in the near future as technology advances, today those tasks are being replaced by computers which are viewed as fast and accurate compared to humans. In the agricultural sector, technology has also played a major role in food production and marketing, few farmers can grow large number of foods in a very short time period with few input bringing about abundant yields.
History of Social Networking
 Technology has changed the way we interact with the society through networking, it has enabled social networking practice of growing business markets across the globe or social contacts by making connections via social media sites such as Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and Google+. Social media might seem like a new trend, but it has been there in ages, some of the social sites we see today are the natural outcome of many centuries of social media development (Bryzek 1). Decades ago, the way to communicate across long distances was written letters delivered by hand from one individual to another. Technology began to develop very fast in the 20th Century after the first computers were created. Engineers and scientist came together to find a way to create networks between those computers, this was what later led to the development of the internet. Earliest forms of the internet like CompuServe were developed in the 1960s (Marcum 1). In the 70s, networking technology had greatly improved, the UseNet allowed users to network through virtual newsletter. In the 1980s, home computers were becoming more popular and common with social media becoming more advanced. During this time, Internet relay chats IRCs were being used to pass information and remained popular till 1990s. First social media site, Six Degrees, was developed in 1997 which enabled users to upload a profile and make friends with other users. Later in 1999 was the development of the first blogging sites that grew in popularity bringing about a social media sensation that is still popular today (Bryzek 5). Social media became popular after the invention of blogging. Early 2000s sites like MySpace and LinkedIn gained prominence and for online photo sharing sites like Flickr and Photobucket were used. YouTube gained popularity in 2005 bringing about a new way to communicate and share with individuals across great distances. Facebook and Twitter became available to users across the world in 2006 and they remain to be popular even today (Bryzek 8). Sites like Tumblr, Foursquare and Pinterest came later to fill specific social networking niches. Today there is vast variety of social networking sites, some are linked to allow cross-posting. Social network sites facilitates interconnected online communities helping individuals establish contacts with individuals or groups that they cannot meet easily. Depending on which social site you use, users can be able to contact other members in that site (Knight 3). These connections have led to tremendous growth of that phenomenon. 
Popular Social Media Sites
Facebook and Instagram remain to be preferred by user because they have features that makes networking fun, fast, easy, appealing and confidential. Facebook is a networking website where users post, comment, share pictures and links, play games, chat, or even stream videos. Facebook was started in the year 2004, initially it was a social network for Harvard University by Mark Zuckerberg while a student. It became popular and successful due to its wholeness. It grew beyond Harvard to other colleges in the area. High school version was introduced in September 2005 then later spread to colleges in United Kingdom and later launched for colleges in New Zealand and Australia in December same year (Dwyer, Starr and Katia 339). The accessibility of Facebook expanded also to companies like Apple and Microsoft. It was finally opened to everyone 13 years or older. By this, Facebook became the most popular social network across the globe outmatching MySpace a social networking website offering an interactive, user-submitted network of friends, photos, music, personal profiles, blogs, groups and videos is based in California. Facebook Platform was launched in in 2007, allowing developers to develop applications on the network. The applications enabled friends to interact by giving gifts or playing games. The success of Facebook can be ascribed to its ability to attract both people and businesses, developer’s network that made Facebook to be a thriving platform and the ability to interact with sites on the web by enabling a single login that operates across multiple sites (Dwyer, Starr and Katia 339).
	Instagram is a social network site with 500 million monthly active users where users get the opportunity to share pictures, short video clips to their followers. It was created with the main purpose of sharing best moments and events with followers. Once you post a photo or video it is displayed on your profile and the users who follows you can see your posts on their feeds. User can decide to set profile to private where they will have to approve your request first before you can view their posts or public where anyone can view your profile and every posts you have. Users interact by tagging, double tapping any post to like, commenting on it or even share it through direct message (Ellison, Charles and Cliff 1145). In August 2016, Instagram introduced new feature named Stories, it is a secondary feed based at the top of the users’ main feed marked by small photos of followers. Tapping once on any of these photos lets you get to see the stories and posts of that user published within the last 24 hours. This latest update on Instagram is seen as being similar to ‘Snapchat’ a social network site with 166 million daily users. Both Instagram and Snapchat targeted young people between ages 12 to 25. Instagram came again with other features like drawing tools, stickers, face filters, disappearing photo messages and location tags. This was a huge competition to Snapchat. The major problem and challenge Snapchat users face is that unlike Instagram where stories appears at the top once you log in, in snapchat you will have to swipe to the left to view them. Snapchat’s interface is not appealing, it lacks mundanity, varied bubbles and colors for different kinds of messages looks messy (Ellison, Charles and Cliff 1159). 
In conclusion, technological advancement has brought more good than harm, has brought about luxurious lifestyle that were not there in the past. The society today boasts of its tremendous infrastructural development brought about by rise in technology. A community of people from different geographical location and background can form a group and share ideas on social media sites. Businesses are using technology to expand and meet their customers’ needs across the world through different social sites to advertise and provide customer service or product delivery.
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